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Shop Talk


Successful Students





We want our children to be successful: capable in academics, confident in themselves and healthy in their social and emotional interactions.  According to an article from Education.com entitled “What Makes Kids Succeed in School”, there are ten common characteristics that stand out among successful students.  All are characteristics that parents can help foster.  


The “Ten Hallmarks of Children Who Succeed” are listed below.


Eager to learn.


Pursue learning.


Put effort into their work.


Use solid emotional and social skills.


Have an accurate view of their own knowledge and skills.


Look to parents as role models for learning.


Have homes that “promote learning by natural teaching”.


Follow helpful family routines.


Know that rules count.


Attend schools with high expectations, strong and effective staff development and good communication about kids' progress.


It is inevitable that some children will struggle more than others, but research makes it clear that family involvement is a key component to student success.  Children who experience consistent discipline and follow basic daily routines experience a predictable, comfortable environment which helps them to direct their energy towards learning.  Children who spend time engaged with adults –reading stories, engaged in conversation, attending school events – benefit from increased vocabularies, improved motivation to learn, and social and behavioral skill development.  Through active engagement, modeling and encouragement, parents and teachers can work together to ensure that every child has ample opportunity to succeed.


Rebecca Porter


Garfield Para-educator














December Calendar of Events


 


December 2	6:30	PTA Meeting


December 4	9:40	Late Start


December 6	12:32	Early Release


December 10	6:30	Winter Concert – Grades K-2


December 12	6:30	Winter Concert – Grades 3-5


December 13		Report Cards Go Home


December 13	6:30	PTA Children’s Store/Bingo


December 18	8:30	Holiday Spirit Program Gift 


			Pick-up day 8:30-3:00


December 23		No School – Winter Break


January 6		School Resumes











			Garfield Wish List





Linda Zaccagnini:	MORE Class Instructors 


Bob Hodges:		Tennis balls - used or new


Garfield Track Stars:	Volunteers - mornings - 10:10-10:35


All Classrooms:	PTA room reps


Playground:	Large spoons (for digging in sandboxes)











Teachers and Continuous Improvement





During the 2013-2014 school year, Olympia School District will be providing professional development in areas of school improvement, Common Core State Standards, and the new state evaluation program.  We welcome any suggestions or comments about teacher professional development from parents and our community.  These can be directed to your school principal or the OSD office of K-12 Teaching & Learning at 360-596-8585.  Thank you.





Examples of quality work from Mrs. Olsen's Kindergarteners.





Examples of quality work from Mrs. Olsen's Kindergarteners.
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�


MORE classes are after-school academic, sports and hobby enrichment opportunities at Garfield. This class made their own ice-cream-in-a-bag!











�


Jacob and Tyson earn special Cheetah Paws for great reading efforts.





Garfield Student Behavior Management Plan 


Section 3 - Miscellaneous:


all principal referrals include as-immediate-as-possible communication from the referring staff member


principal referrals will be handled during the student’s recess when possible 


all principal referrals activate a progressively escalating system of consequences


staff will refer to the principal for both negative and positive behaviors 


students are always supervised by a staff member


during a crisis any staff member may appeal directly to the principal or office for help


the counselor will create a plan to connect “significant adults” with small numbers of students for whom this benefit might prove crucial








Arrival/Dismissal Information for Special Days





Half Days 


Dismissal 11:45


March 7 - Teacher In-Service 


March 25, 26, 27, 28





Early Release Days


Dismissal 12:32


December 6


March 14





One Hour Late Start Days for Improving Teaching 


and Learning	


9:40 Start


December 4, January 8, January 29, February 5,


February 26, March 5, April 2, May 7, and June 4


			 


No School Days


December 23 - January 3 - Winter Break


January 20 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day


February 17 and 18 - Presidents Day/Mid-Winter Break


April 7- 11 - Spring Break


May 26 - Memorial Day





Last Day


June 12 (unless makeup days are needed) 


11:45 Dismissal











�





Mrs. Arnett (Marvelous Mimi) and Mrs. Price (Phast Phyllis) represented Garfield as players at the recent Harlem Ambassadors fund-raising basketball game at Capital High School.





�


Selling 56 tubs of cookie dough, Lola helps to raise lots of money for Garfield and earns free popcorn every Friday for the rest of the school year!








�


Mrs. Mock and her Kindergarteners 


with their cheetah ears on Cheetah Pride Day.





























�


Keegan Clemons, first grader in Mrs. Yusko's class, set a goal to collect $500 for the Trick or Treat for UNICEF fund in order to buy a clean water pump for a school or village. Keegan contributed $100 from his personal savings and collected $422 on Halloween to exceed his goal. Congratulations Keegan! Thanks Mr. Dodge for being our UNICEF Coordinator.





The reason I raised the money (UNICEF Trick or Treating) for the people is because I wanted to help them. With the money, they will be able to buy mosquito netting so people will not die every day from mosquitos. Another reason I gave the money to the people is so they could buy a water pump for their village.





Keegan Clemons, First Grade, Mrs. Yusko's Class
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�











�





Garfield thespians shine in 


“Snow White Goes West”!








October 17, 2013





Dear Mr. Hodges,





I’m writing to you about the Garfield Track Stars program. 





I honestly love Garfield Track Stars, but I feel bad because I feel like Mrs. Beattie and Mrs. Koster are the only classes who are running track stars. When I go out to recess I don’t see any other classes running. Just because they’re in PE does not mean they are allowed to avoid Track Stars. 





The reason I am writing this letter to you is because my reading group and I read this article called “Marathon Kids” about kids in Texas who are running quarter miles until they reach a marathon (26.2 miles). Then we watched a clip about these children running their last quarter mile at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles. They received medals and T-shirts for running a marathon and I thought that maybe we could receive small prizes for running a marathon too – besides a little charm. 





When the school children join “Marathon Kids” they get a cool kit for joining, which includes a mileage log and a nutritional log to fill out, and I was thinking that the school could do a little challenge – the goal would be to eat five fruits and vegetables each day. 





Well thank you for taking time out of your life to read this letter.


�Sincerely,


Anika H.


Mrs. Beattie’s Class








�


School patrol members are an important part of safety at Garfield. Please help them help us.





�	























Garfield gives thanks to our construction crew for the great school they are building by providing a Thanksgiving luncheon.
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The OSD Fire Department wows our Kindergartners!
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